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Message from Jona Way, SICAN President 

President’s Report – June 2010   
 
 The old saying „time flies when you are having fun‟ has never been truer!  Already 

we are almost half way through 2010.  Most Canadian clubs will be having their last meeting 

before the summer break.   

 Last month Skålleagues from around the world gathered in Quebec City for the 

annual NAASC Congress.  Although Mother Nature didn‟t provide perfect spring weather 

our friends in Quebec City warmed us with their hospitality.  Every event planned within the 

congress was awe inspiring; from the opening reception to the gala dinner.  Our thanks go out 

to co-chairs, Brian Aubé and Dick Copeman, the congress committee and to all the club 

members, spouses, friends and family who volunteered throughout the congress.  Merci 

beaucoup! 

 It is evident that social networking sites are growing daily.  I watched with interest 

during and after the congress how our networks expanded by becoming “Facebook” friends 

or by being “LinkedIn”.  In addition to adding new friends you can also make contact with 

friends and business associates that you may have lost touch with over the years.  I have come 

to realize that these tools only help to strengthen our abilities to keep in touch with our fellow 

Skålleagues around the world! 

 As we look ahead I would ask that you consider attending the International Skål 

Congress in Sydney, Australia – October 7 – 11, 2010.  They have a great program planned 

and we already have a considerable Canadian delegation registered to attend the congress.  

You have received information on special airfares, including the latest - an offer from Qantas 

for reduced fares.  If you need more information please contact your club secretary or our 

SICAN EST, Henry Kelly. 

 Have a great summer.  I hope the weather is warm and sunny where you live or 

wherever you may be travelling to this summer. 

Skål! 

Jona Way 

Skål International President 2010 

 

In Memoriam ð Jim Power 
 

submitted by Jona Way 

 
The Skål family was deeply saddened last week to learn of the 

sudden and unexpected death of Skål International Secretary 

General Jim Power.  Many of you will have fond memories of 

Jim – some of you were close personal friends and many of you 

may have met Jim at a Skål congress.  Most recently Jim was 

present at the NAASC Congress in Quebec City. 

Jim has been the driving force behind Skål since 1993.  ETN 

described Jim as a „tourism luminary‟ and for those that knew Jim 

would agree with that description.  He was present at most Skål 

functions and visited many other international travel events to 
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Skål Toast 

To Fellow 
Skålleagues 
Everywhere 

Happiness 

Good Health 

Friendship 

Long Life 

SKAL! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

promote Skål to the world.   

The funeral took place in Dublin, Ireland on Sunday, June 20
th
.  A donation has been made to 

the Florimond Volckaert fund on behalf of Canadian Skålleagues. Our organization has lost a 

truly dear soul.  Rest in peace Jim.  

 

If your Club wishes to send a tribute In Memoriam of Secretary General Jim Power, 

please go to www.skal.org and follow the links where many clubs and Skålleagues from 

around the world have expressed their sadness, grief, thoughts and prayers in memory of Jim. 

 

SICAN GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT 

Club of the Year 
By Jona Way, SICAN President 

 
 At the SICAN General Assembly in Quebec City awards were presented to a number 
of deserving clubs and hard working ESTs.   
 President, Jona Way, presented two “Club of the Year’ awards this year.  The first 
was presented to Skål International Quebec City for their continued and outstanding efforts 
to make their club the best of the best.  They are constantly striving to grow their 

membership which is now at 81 
members.   
 Left: President Jona presenting the Club of 

the Year award (big clubs) to Jean Pelletier, 
president of the Quebec Club 

   

 
The second ñClub of the Yearô award was presented to Sk¬l International Thunder Bay.  Even with their 
smaller number of members the Thunder Bay club thrives in the community.   
 

Special recognition was also given to Lorraine Bevilaqua, Thunder Bay‟s EST, for „being the 

glue that holds the club together‟.  Lorraine was also presented with a certificate as an 

outstanding EST. 

  

While all of the clubs ESTs work very hard for their own club, SICAN felt it was important 

to recognize those who have made an outstanding contribution to the club and to Skål in 

general.  Those ESTs honored were: 

 Jacques Guay , Quebec City 

 Lorraine Bevilacqua, Thunder Bay 

 Loretta Clarke, Winnipeg 

 Jim Engel, Edmonton 

 Henry Kelly, Toronto North 

Congratulations everyone! 

mailto:Loretta@mts.net
http://www.skal.org/
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Past President Norman 

Bevilacqua Recognized  
2010 SICAN President Jona Way 
presented 2008 SICAN President 
Norman Bevilacqua with his president’s 
plaque. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SKAL INTERNATIONAL TASK FORCE 
By SICAN President Jona Way 

 

During the NAASC Congress presentations were made about the Skål International Task 

Force.  The following is a summary of an e-mail sent by Skål International President, Nik 

Racic to all clubs.  If you haven‟t taken time to look at the recommendations please do so.  

Skål International is looking for feedback from, YOU, the member! 

 

 For the information of members the Task Force was set up by the Executive 

Committee during its meeting held in Paris in April 2009. The Task Force was 

asked to study, summarize and recommend changes the members would like to 

see in the future direction of Skål.  

 The most recent update of the Task Force document on the repositioning of 

Skål, dated 24 May 2010 has been sent to your club President and EST.   The 

document is also available on the member’s only area of the Skål International 

website. 

 The document was presented to the meeting of the International Skål Council 

held in Quebec on 3 May 2010. 

 The Executive Committee of Skål International discussed the document during 

its meeting held in Quebec on 5 May 2010. The Executive Committee decided, 

before making any comment on the document to consult the membership as 

the document contained some major changes for the future of the organisation. 

 The Executive Committee therefore requests that the Clubs worldwide discuss 

this document at length prior to 31 July 2010 and to send their comments to the 

Secretary General at skal@skal.travel with copy to Thomas Vincent, Chairman of 

the Task Force at     thomasvincent@globalhospitalityinc.com 

 As this is an important document for the future of Skål, we would ask you to 

give it your urgent attention and we look forward to receiving your comments 

by the deadline of 31 July 2010. 

If you have any further comments and/or questions please contact Jona Way at 
jona.way@sait.ca.  

mailto:skal@skal.travel
mailto:thomasvincent@globalhospitalityinc.com
mailto:jona.way@sait.ca
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Skål International Task Force 
By ISC Councilor Canada, Thomas Vincent 

 
Dear Fellow Canadian SKÅLleagues, 

  
Re Task Force Report on Repositioning Skål for the Future.    See attached link to the Skål 
Repositioning Task Force Report. 
  
An enormous amount of work has gone into this report, and it is essential reading for 
anyone who has a passion for the future of our grand Association. The content is radical, the 
recommendations are far reaching. 
 
The recommendations are a result of the Skål survey which was conducted of all members 
worldwide last summer, 2009, and as a follow-on from the comprehensive study & analysis 
undertaken by the 2009 President Skål International Hülya Aslantas. 
  
During her tenure as President, Hülya commissioned a Repositioning Task Force to review all 
aspects of Skål International, to ensure its relevance to survive another 75 years into the 
21st century. 
  
The Task Force was appointed by the Executive Committee of Skål and initially comprised 
Thomas Vincent (Canada), Mok Singh (USA), Bob McGill (Australia), Andrew Wood 
(Thailand), Sylvia Liebisch     (Austria), and Nicolas Keglevich (Argentina). 
  
In Budapest 2009 - 1] Mok Singh was elected as a Director Skål International and was 
appointed by President Nik Racic as the Executive Director to oversee the Task Force, and 2] 
Hülya Aslantas stood down as President Skål International and became a member of the 
Task Force. 
The Task Force within elected Thom Vincent as its chair and spokesperson.  
  
It is widely recognized that our two great founding pillars – FRIENDSHIP AND AMICÀLÉ - can 
no longer alone sustain us long term. We need to ensure a modern business structure and 
industry relevance to position ourselves as the world's largest association of travel and 
tourism professionals. We need to position ourselves so that we have professional industry 
strengths to support our cornerstones of friendship and amicàlé, and to unmistakably place 
Skål as the "Trusted Voice of Tourism". 
  
Membership of Skål International reached a pinnacle in the late 80's early 90's when 
we hovered around 25,000 members. Since those heady days we have fought hard to 
maintain the momentum but alas we sit today at 20,000 members despite assorted 
campaigns to bolster the desirability to be a SKÅLleague.  
  
Our industry has changed much since Skål started in 1934. Our economies have endured 
significant challenges, and business practice is no longer accepting of a relaxed code of 
membership. Skål International has many strengths which have endured, but now is the 
time to optimize those foundations to make us better and more coveted. We need to regain 
a status which has industry professionals yearning to be a member, craving to network at 
our meetings, and aspiring to be known as a SKÅLleague. 
  
If Skål International does not make some hard decisions to restructure for today's world, we 
may face extinction in the future…….  
  
Change needs to be "By The Members - For the Members", and accordingly your opinion 
needs to be registered.  The Task Force Report has been forwarded to your President and 
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 Skål International Thunder Bay 
 
The grand opening of the Paddle-to-the-Sea Park was celebrated on May 16, 2010 in Nipigon, Ontario with 
many dignitaries, volunteers, staff and residents of the region. Nipigon is situated at the top of Lake Superior.  
 
The Paddle-to-the-Sea Park enhances Nipigon as an essential destination for visitors to northern Ontario, and 
ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇȟ ÂÏÁÔÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ ÉÎ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ 
fresh water national marine area in the world.  
 
Paddle-to-the-Sea has 13 interactive stations for children as well as the educational component for children to 
learn all about the Great Lakes.  (Picture below: Patricia Dellacecca Skandia House B&B, Nipigon with Thunder 
Bay Skålleagues Bruce Hyer and Levina Collins) 
 

 
Thunder Bay Skål member Levina Collins  worked in 
an Economic  Development Committee capacity for the 
Township of Nipigon during those early formative years 
from 1999 - 2008 to bring the Paddle-to-the-Sea dream 
to reality.  This project took many years, tears 
and dedication to holdfast the dream while tailoring  it to 
the changing funding available.  This involved a 
community cooperative initiative for boards, groups, 
volunteers, government agencies and countless 
individuals not noted.  Bruce Heyer  Thunder Bay Skål 
member, who became a member of parliament for the 
federal government, supported the project whole-
heartedly from the beginning as an independent business 
person.  Patricia Dellaceccea and Tasha Sutton residents 

of the community, business women and partners to Skålleague Levina Collins for Skandia House Bed and 
Breakfast, also believed in the dream.   
 

Secretary for discussion with your Club Executive and Members.  We need your valued input 
on the various recommendations contained in the Report. 
  
Please consider the value you receive from Skål currently, at what cost, and how 
dramatically that value could be improved ten-fold if hard decisions are made to bring our 
Skål structure in to line with leading best practice worldwide. 
  
As Canadian SKÅLleagues, the future is in your hands, please be part of it.  Get involved with 
your Club and express your opinions of the recommendations of the Task Force. 
 
We are asking that your Club submits its comments on the Report by July 31 latest.  We will 
be taking all the return suggestions from Clubs and see how they may be incorporated into 
the Report so that we can discuss membership direction at the World Congress in Sydney, 
October 7-12, 2010. 
  
Kind regards, 
 
Yours in Skål,   
Thom Vincent, ISC Councilor, Canada. 
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4ÈÉÓ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ Ȱ0ÁÄÄÌÅ-to-the-3ÅÁȱȟ a 1941 children's book, written and 
illustrated  by American author and artist Holling C. Holling 
 
In the story, a young boy, in Lake Nipigon, Canada, carves a wooden model of an Indian in a canoe and sets it 
free to travel the Great Lakes to the Atlantic ocean. The story follows the progress of the little wooden Indian on 
its journey through all five Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River, finally arriving at the Atlantic Ocean. 
  

Skål International Ottawa 
"Exchange of Club Banners Between Friends" by Jason Kelly (Skål International Ottawa)  

 
I had the pleasure of making it to a luncheon with Skål International Hong Kong during my recent visit to Hong Kong, 

Macau and China.  The luncheon took place on Wednesday, May 26th, 2010 and was hosted by the Park Lane Hotel 

Hong Kong, whose General Manager, Ted Theobald, is a proud member of their local Skål Club.  The meal was 

outstanding, 4 courses of mouth watering delights.  A great presentation was put on by Ms. Gilly Wong of Tourism 

Hong Kong about the development of the local MICE market and trends  

in the tourism industry in Asia and abroad. 

 

"The entire event was filled with camaraderie and great times as I met many people from around the world who now 

call Hong Kong home, many local business people, and some who plan on visiting Canada sometime soon.  The 

national and international opportunities that exist within Skål are some of the best parts of being a member and I was 

very happy to have another opportunity to make friends through Skål around the world. 

Planning a trip to Hong Kong or passing through? Skål International Hong Kong meets on the last Wednesday of 

every month, check them out at www.skal-hongkong.com and/or contact Ivy at their Club Office and she will 

take care of making sure everything is taken care of for you.  It was definitely worth it for me!" 

 

 

         
L.picture. Left to Right - Ted Theobald (GM of the Park Lane Hotel Hong Kong and Host of the Skål Luncheon that Day), Doris 
Kwok (my guest), and Jason Kelly (Skål International Ottawa).  "Celebrating with our Friend & Host" 
R. picture Left to Right - Jason Kelly (Skål Ottawa) and Matthew Arnold (Vice President of Skål International Hong Kong & 
General Manager of Touchpoint) 
 

Skål International Canadian Rockies 
May 5, 2010 

 

SI Canadian Rockies REACHES NEW HEIGHTS 

 

Banff, AB:  The SKAL Club of the Canadian Rockies reached new heights at its April 2010 meeting when members 

and guests were flown via helicopter from the cocktail reception at Nakoda Lodge to dinner at Stoney Nakoda Resort 

and Casino, in Kananaskis Alberta, compliments of Kananaskis Heli Tours.  With a blue-sky backdrop and flying at 

6500 feet the 6-minute flight offered spectacular views of the Bow River, Kananaskis Valley and Mount Yamnuska. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Nipigon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Lakes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Lawrence_River
http://www.skal-hongkong.com/
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Pictured Front Row Left to Right:  Ossi Treutler Jr. Jack Pedersen, Tommy Soukas, Darren Van Mackelbergh 
Back Row Left to Right:  Andrew Nickerson, President Kananaskis Heli Tours, and staff. 

 

SKAL CLUB OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES  3
rd

ANNUAL MEMORIAL GOLF CHALLENGE  
 

Canmore, AB:  As the Chicago Black Hawks were celebrating their Stanley Cup win, the SKAL Club of the Canadian 
Rockies was in good company as they celebrated with fellow Calgary Skålleagues winning the 3rd Annual Memorial 
Golf Challenge on June 9th. 
 
Persevering what we will call a “soft day” in the Canadian Rockies, 50 golfers hit the links of the award winning 
SILVERTIP Golf Resort in Canmore, Alberta.  Established in 2008, the 3rd annual event is the opportunity for 
Skålleagues to pay tribute to departed members from both clubs and to embrace the SKAL philosophies of 
networking and friendship.    
 
The Team Scramble format, resulted in the Canadian Rockies team retaining the cup for the 2nd consecutive year 
with a net team score of 77 vs. Calgary’s team net score of 81.   
 

 
With the Stanley Cup presentation in the background, the Canadian Rockies Team celebrates retaining the Memorial Cup. 

The evening also served as the opportunity to induct two new members into the Canadian Rockies Club.  Honored 
with the presence and assistance of 2010 SICAN President and Calgary Skålleague Jona Way, Leslie Vanderzwet, 
General Manager of The Banff Centre and Michael Hannan, President of Brewster where officially welcomed into the 
club. 
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For additional information: 

Sandra Kitchen 

Skål International Canadian Rockies 

403-609-3935 

s.kitchen@shaw.ca 
 

Skål International Saskatoon 
Submitted by Lloyd Beazley 

  
Twenty-six Skålleagues and guests gathered for the April Skål meeting.  The evening was a fun filled Mystery Tour 
Dinner. Patti graciously hosted the gathering snacks at the Radisson and Steve so generously supplied the kick off 
beer. Then well oiled Skålleagues and guest boarded SLTs fun bus, thanks Jay, for our first mystery destination. As we 
rolled down Broadway amid laughter and conversation – speculation was high as to where we would visit next. We 
passed by Lydia’s, The Hose and Hydrant and a few drooled as we looked across the street to Calories. A sharp left 
on 10th left a lot wondering if we were headed to Sushiro 
Sushi Bar but we came to a halt at Weczeria. For the many that had not previously enjoyed this little gem in 
Saskatoon an introduction was given by Chef Daniel and his wife Nicole. The word "Weczeria" is homage to Daniel 
and Nicole Walker's roots. Daniel is of Ukrainian ancestry and Nicole is of Polish ancestry; together they chose 
Weczeria, the Ukrainian word for “evening meal.” Daniel sources mainly local ingredients including Paddockwood 
beers and prepares most items in a contemporary French style. The results spoke for themselves as we all enjoyed 
the wine and appetizers. After more wine than the budget allowed we saw the bus reappear. The ride to the next 
venue was more boisterous with both curiosity and expectations running high. 
The crowd was not disappointed when we debarked at Tusq. Nicholson led with the toast and Susan Lamb followed 
with grace. The menu choices were varied and the wine flowed almost as fast as the conversations and amicale. A 
good time was had by all. 
 

Pictured left to right:  2010 SICAN 

President Jona Way; Bill Squrebriggs, 

SKAL Canadian Rockies Statutes 

Director; Leslie Vanderzwet, General 

Manager The Banff Centre; Michael 

Hannan, President Brewster Inc.; 

Bernhard Schneider, 2010 President 

SKAL Canadian Rockies 
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Skål International Winnipeg 
At our June meeting Skål members in Winnipeg will be treated to Guest Speaker Marina James (former Skålleague), 
President & CEO Economic Development Winnipeg Inc. as she outlines the new economic development and tourism 
strategy for the City of Winnipeg.  
Peggy May, Director of Marketing for the Winnipeg Airports Authority, and Skålleague has advised that Queen 
Elizabeth II will be the first passenger to be greeted at the new Winnipeg James Armstrong Richardson International 
Airport terminal building on July 3rd.   
The July meeting will be hosted by Skålleague Captain Steve Hawchuk on his Paddlewheel Queen riverboat. 
Manitoba is celebrating Homecoming 2010 this year and club activities are geared to participate in this great 
provincial-wide, year-long celebration.  
We are all looking forward to hosting the SICAN Board meeting in September when we can extend Skål hospitality 
and amicale to our friends and colleagues from across Canada. 
 
The Winnipeg Club was pleased to host a Skal reception during Rendez-Vous Canada in early May.  We were 
delighted to welcome the following guests! 

Guests 

     
Smith Lisa Director, Sales & Marketing B.W. Cairn Croft Hotel Niagara Falls ON 

Sproul Phil President Independent Agency Services Mississauga ON 

Tripptree Kathleen Regional Dir. - North America Pacific Asia Travel Assoc. New York NY 

Hirata Kazuyoshi President Hirata & Associates, Inc. Osaka JA 

Boissonneault Real President Autocar Excellence Levis QC 

Ohman Terry Pacific/Mountain/Prairies Baxter Travel Media Burnaby BC 

St-Cyr Georges Vice-President Dupont Tours Quebec QC 

MacLean Duncan President TayMac Tours Limited Bedford NS 

Lorette Leslie Reg. Travel Manager - Ctrl. Canada Avis Budget Group Toronto ON 

Alalayan Foo Maria 
 

West Coast Sightseeing Ltd. Burnaby BC 

Loor Randy Director  City Passports Vancouver BC 

Macaluso Lou Dir. Leisure Sales Development CTC Chicago IL 

Johansen Ralph Dir. Leisure Sales Development CTC Natick MA 

Sigurdson Kristine Dir. Leisure Sales Development CTC Manhattan Beach CA 

Nichie Yvonne Dir. Leisure Sales Development CTC New York NY 

White David President White's Transit Services Ltd. Williamswood NS 

Wallis Terry Senior Manager - Sales Canadian North Inc. Calgary AB 

Sagan Katrina General Manager (Accommodations) WOTIF Group Burlington ON 

 

 
 
 

 


