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NAASC CONGRESS 2011 
It was a cool spring for most of Canada so a trip to Puerto Vallarta in May was a great treat 
for the 41 Canadian Skålleagues and spouses who attended the 50th NAASC Congress this 
year.   
The NAASC Congress is an annual North American gathering of Skålleagues from Mexico, 
USA, Canada, Bermuda and the Caribbean.  This year Puerto Vallarta (a club of 25 members) 
was the host city.  International President Tony Boyle, from Australia, also attended. During 
the Congress each country has its own meeting as well as a combined meeting of all the 
representatives.  Local entertainment, world-class meals and recreational activities are 
added bonuses. It is a wonderful opportunity to become better acquainted with fellow 

Canadian Skålleagues as well as Skål 
members from other North American 
countries.       
L.Photo: President John Scott, VP Eastern 
Canada, Brian Aube, Communications and 
PR, Jean-Francois Côté and Henry Kelly, 
SICAN EST. 

 

 

R. Photo: SICAN President  John Scott 

presents Murray MacPhail, Toronto North, 

with a recognition certificate for almost 40 
years of dedication to Skål .   

 

 

 
L. Photo: Ron Waterhouse, Vancouver is 

recognized for his long - term dedication 

as a SICAN rep.  
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Skål Toast 

To Fellow 
Skålleagues 
Everywhere  

Happiness 

Good Health  

Friendship  

Long Life  

     

SKAL! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo: Presidential line-up including SICAN President John Scott, centre, and International 
President Tony Boyle, second to your right of John. 

 
 For other ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΥ  Cut and paste this Picasso website.  

https://picasaweb.google.com/114416967659457814232/2011NAASCCongress 
 
Make it next year: To participate in the 51st Annual NAASC Congress in Bermuda, mark April 
12 ς 15, 2012 in your appointment books and make plans to attend.   

 

SICAN Spring Board Meeting & General Assembly 
SICAN President John Scott presided over the board meeting and general assembly held in 
Puerto Vallarta.  All 17 Canadian Skål Clubs were represented. 
Highlights of presentations: 

¶ There are currently 775 Skål members in Canada and the 2011 goal of 800 is 
definitely attainable.  

¶ The financial performance is consistent with budget to date.  

¶ Baxter Travel Media continues to host our SICAN web site. 

¶ David Rooper, Western VP (Administration), noted that anyone wishing to have 
photos posted on www.sicanada.com website can send them to him with a short 
description of the photo.  

¶ PR & Communications Jean-Francois Cote works with the VP membership and is 
getting good tools for creating membership.  He is working with Loretta on the 
newsletter and he is working with Baxter on designing an updated website. 

 
EST REPORT 
Henry Kelly advised that the Fall Board meeting bid form for 2012  is due by 
August 31, 2011. There will be no extension to this date. If no club bids it then will go to 
Toronto. 
Contact Henry for the following information for Club ESTs: 

 Member Personal information change instruction in the database. 

 Application Form for Retired members 

 Sican Executive e-mail address of Executives for Executive minutes. 

 Sican Club Anniversary dates 

 information on how to buy Skål shirts. 
 

https://picasaweb.google.com/114416967659457814232/2011NAASCCongress
http://www.sicanada.com/
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A big thank you to all the ESTôs across Canada who support their clubs by providing 
secretarial, bookkeeping and other administrative services to their clubs.   
 
Certificates of Recognition were given to the following Executive Secretary Treasurers: 

Jim Engel, Mike Hannah, Dick Copeman, Grady Liddle, Sandra Kitchen, Ivano Corazza, 
and Loretta Clarke. 
 

Skål International President, Tony Boyle  
SICAN President John Scott was pleased to welcome Skål International Tony Boyle to the 
meeting.  Tony talked about the filling of the Secretary General position, Statues, Skål 

International website and how other clubs can help members when 
they travel to other clubs and to utilize the websites. Tony then 
thanked Thom Vincent for heading the Task force and doing an 
outstanding job on the recommendations. Tony talked about a 
brand new design of the Skål website and utilizing new technologies 
such as video messaging and Facebook. 
They have developed templates for new theme banners for Sk¬l Intôl 
and they have a new DVD available. 
 
Tony also thanked President John for the Canadian Clubsô and 
SICANôs great donation to the Australia Emergency Fund.  
 
Tony advised that Skål International is tightening up on those clubs 
who have not paid their dues yet. Their memberships will be 
cancelled. Tony thanked the SICAN Board and hopes to see 

Canada with a strong delegation in Turku. 

 

2011 World Congress (72nd) in Turku, Finland  
ά¢ǳǊƪǳ нлмм bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅέΦ 

September 18th ς 23rd 2011 

You are hereby invited to Turku, Finland 
The Congress Hotel is the Radisson Blu Marian Palace Hotel in Turku.  
Skål International Turku is proud to be a messenger for the European Capital of Culture 
2011.  
Visit the website for Programming, Registration and Tours!  Make this your year to enhance 
your Skål membership!  International Congress is a fabulous opportunity to visit Finland, 
travel with fellow Skålleagues, make new friends through Skål and enjoy a wonderful 
European destination!  Those who attend International Congress gain a new understanding of 
Skål and a new appreciation of how Skål benefits its members professionally and personally.  

 
The registration fee includes:  
five nightsô accommodation with breakfast from 18-23 September 2011  

four luncheons  

five dinners  

events and excursions as detailed in the programme  

transfers from / to the airport and Congress hotels (*1)  

transfers from / to Congress hotels and functions except Dine Around (*2)  
 
(*1) Complimentary airport transfers are provided for arrivals on Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 
September and for departures on Friday 23 and Saturday 24 September 2011  
(*2) Congress Only participants are welcome to use the complimentary airport transfers to the 
Congress hotels and the transfers between Congress hotels and functions 
 

Visit the Website for the full program!  

WEBSITE:    http://www.skal2011.com/world-congress/ 

http://www.skal2011.com/world-congress/
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Proposed Skål Statutes Amendments 
 
Dear Skålleague,  
 
Ref: Proposed Statutes Changes 
 
Greetings!!!  
 
I write to you today for a very important reason. At the upcoming Annual General Meeting of Skål 
International in Turku on Thursday 20th September, we will be deliberating and voting on 23 changes to 
our Statutes. Several of these changes are a result of the efforts of the Task Force for the repositioning of 
Skål. Some of them, if approved, could well alter the future direction of our organization in a significant 
manner. Please find below the link of the content of these changes for your perusal: 
 
Proposed Statutes Amendments 
 
I invite you to look these over and discuss them with your fellow members. Most importantly, send a 
delegate to Turku who can express your views and exercise your voting rights. This is our organization 
and it is up to us all collectively to take it in the direction we want to set. 
 
With Best Regards 
 

Mok Singh 
Mok Singh 
Vice President Statutes 
Skål International 

Skål International Thunder Bay 
 
Influential Women of Northern Ontario Awards have profiled and honoured incredible women 
who have contributed to economic wealth and growth in the northern region. Skål Thunder 
Bay is very proud to announce that Skålleague Levina 
Collins has won the following 2011 
Award :Nipigon/ Private Sector 
 
Levina's Consulting Services is a business and tourism 
consulting company that offers project co-ordination and 
fundraising expertise. She has helped to write many grant 
proposals and business plans She is very involved in her 
community and is passionate about the work she did to 
see the Paddle to the Sea Park project completed 

Levina has been elected to serve as town councillor for 
the Township of Nipigon She is also program associate 
for the Deanery of Thunder Bay through the Diocese of Algoma, and she sits on a number of 
boards, including North of Superior Tourism, and Lake Superior Discovery Place. 

Collins was honoured in her community as the 2009 Volunteer of the Year, and the 2010 
Citizen of the Year.  

Congratulations Levina! 

  

http://www.skal.org/pdf/ingles/StatutesProposed_amendments_to_StatutesFinal060211.pdf
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Your SICAN Rep   
 
(As approved by the SICAN Board on May 14, 2011) 
Has your club ever thought about the importance of your SICAN rep and how much they do for the local club at the 
national level?  SICAN Board, at their May meeting approved the following document and it is included here for your 
Club membersô information. 
 
Skål International Canada Club Representatives 
Expectations and Roles within Skål International Canada 
 
Goal: To improve the efficiency of Skål International Canada by clarifying the expectations and the role of the 
Skål International Canada Club Representatives 
 
Details:  
By clarifying the role of current and new Skål International Canada Club Representatives, as 
well as to the Canadian Clubs that elected them, the professionalism and communication of the Skål 
International Canada Board will continue to improve. 
1. SICAN Club Representative is obligated to attend all 
scheduled meetings for Skål International Canada. Spring 
Board Meeting, Fall Board Meeting and any conference 
calls requested by President or Vice Presidents. 
2. Prepare and submit on time written report on Clubôs 
activities for the Spring and Fall Board Meetings as per 
requested format and guidelines. 
3. SICAN Club Representative participates actively at all 
Skål International Canada meetings, providing viewpoints 
and 
feedback from their Club on issues affecting their Club, 
Skål International Canada and Skål International. 
4. Responds within timelines on requests for input from 
Skål International Canada Executive, Skål International 
Canada 
EST. or any Committee Chairs. 
5. Co-ordinates with their Clubôs EST and Executive to 
ensure all Club administration duties are completed and 
information is forwarded to Skål International Canada 
EST. on a timely basis. 
6. Maintains leadership role within their Club by ensuring 
policies, statutes and bylaws, regulations are adhered to. 
7. Ensures a high level of communication exists between 
their Club and Skål International Canada, including 
forwarding 
club announcements and special events for the Skål 
International Canada Newsletter and Website. 

8. Takes a leadership role to promote and improve the 
quality and attractiveness of activities offered by their 
Club. 
9. Works closely with Skål International Canada, Vice 
President Membership and their Clubôs Membership 
Chairperson 
to focus on achieving the Clubôs annual membership 
growth target. 
10. Promotes the usage of the Skål International Canada 
and Skål International Website at all times with their Club. 
11. Maintains an open line of communication with their 
Regional Vice President and other Skål Clubs in their 
Region to 
promote the objectives of Skål. 
12. Senior SICAN Club Representative should mentor 
any newly elected SICAN Club Representative within 
their Region 
for their first year on the Skål International Canada Board. 
13. Constantly within their Club promotes the international 
network and contacts of Sk¬l and ñDoing Business among 
Friendsò. 
14. When requested by the Skål International Canada 
Executive will assist and encourage in the formation of 
new clubs. 
15. Takes a leadership role to promote contributions to 
the Florimond Volckaert Fund from their entire club 

  

Skål International Ottawa  
 

As part of the recent Ottawa Tourism Awards our Skålleague Michael Crockatt, VP Marketing, Ottawa International 
Airport received "Tourism Volunteer of the Year"!  Congratulations Michael! 
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Skål International Edmonton 
 
Edmonton Keeps Growing ï After setting a club record for new members last year - the trend continues into 2011. 
Already at 10 new members for the year and several potential members awaiting application, we are thrilled to be 

expanding our network.  Dedicated membership chairs, a strong executive team effort, and hosting an impressive new 
member evening have all contributed to our growth trend.  A formal induction program reinforces the pride we all take 
in membership to Skål.  
 
Members inducted in May included: 
Trish MacDonald, Northlands 
David Wei, HI Express West 
Bernadette Krumm, Sears Travel 

Perry Felsinger, Courtyard by Marriott 
Ike Janacek, Sutton Hotel.  
 

 
Edmonton also welcomes Sandra Gajic who has transferred from the Calgary Club. 
 
Edmonton Golf Challenge ï by the time this newsletter comes out, new champions will have taken the golf supreme 

title at the Edmonton Skål Annual Golf Tournament and dinner, held June 1
st
 at the Highlands Golf and Country Club.  

Thank goodness for the fabulous dinner presented in our magnificent river valley setting as talented golf is not one of 
our collectively strongest attributes. But sunshine, good food, good wine, good friends makes for gales of laughter and 
amicable.  
 
Submitted by:  Liz Taylor, Executive Director  

Tourism Red Deer 
 

Skål International Winnipeg 
 
Sustainable Development in Tourism Awards: Skål International 
Thanks to Denis Smith, with assistance from Travel Manitoba, five separate applications have been submitted for the 
2011 Awards.  We are proud of the standard of the tourism product in Manitoba, especially with its focus on 
sustainable development. The five following entries submitted through Skål International Winnipeg for the 
ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳέ !ǿŀǊŘǎΥ 
 

¶ Aitkens Lake Wilderness Lodge ς Tour Operator 

¶ Dauphin Country Fest ς Cities & Villages 

¶ Assiniboine Credit Union/The Forks ς General Countryside 

¶ University of Manitoba/Uganda Mountain Gorilla Project ς Educational Programmes & Media 

¶ Inn at the Forks ς Urban Accommodation 

 

Skål International Canadian Rockies 
 
The first half of 2011 has been an exciting one for the SKAL Canadian Rockies Club. With a round trip driving distance 
of over 730 kilometres from Kananaskis to Jasper Alberta, members and guests are never disappointed as each 
venue showcases its hospitality and culinary expertise. 

 
 

January 2011 ς Annual General Meeting at The Banff Park 
Lodge 
Sandra Kitchen accepts the chain of office from outgoing President 
Bernhard Schneider. 
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February 2011 ς The Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise  
Skålleagues enjoy cocktails and canapés at The Fairmont 
Chateau Lake Louise Ice Bar set amongst the ice sculptures 
and frozen, yet iconic Lake Louise. 
 

 
 

 
March 2011 ς Cassios Restaurant, Jasper 
Skålleagues Chad Gulevich and Andrew Shepherd enjoy a 
back country sledding adventure prior to the March meeting 

in Jasper. 
 

April 2011 ς Sunshine Village Ski & Boarding Resort, 
Alberta 
Some of the over 20 avid Skålleague skiers hitting the 
slopes of Sunshine Village Ski & Boarding Resort. 
Members and guests were treated to a five course dinner 
with wine pairings and the opportunity to experience the 
new Sunshine Mountain Lodge. 
 

May 2011 ς Stoney Nakoda Resort & Casino, 
Kananaskis 

An Iron Chef competition offered the opportunity to 
showcase the culinary excellence of Chef Scott Wild 
from Stoney Nakoda Resort & Casino and Chef Rami 
Kachkar from Nakoda By the Lake. The challenge was to 
prepare a five course sampling dinner with wine 
pairings. Each course was served at the same time with 
Skålleagues noting their preference after each course. 
At the end of the dining service the ballots where tallied 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎΧΦ ! ǘƛŜΗ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ 
especially those Skålleagues in attendance who enjoyed 
a fabulous evening. 

 
 

June 2011 ς 4th Annual Memorial Golf Challenge 
between the Canadian Rockies and Calgary SKAL Clubs.                       
The SKAL Memorial Golf Challenge was established in 2008 as 
an opportunity to encourage friendship and business with our 
Calgary Skålleagues and to also recognize the contribution 
made by the departed members from both clubs. 
This year we were honoured with the presence of SICAN 
President John Scott. 

The Canadian Rockies prevails as champions with a 
closely fought challenge and only half a stroke 
separating the teams. Canadian Rockies Net Team Score 
78.1 vs Calgary 78.6. 
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International Skål Toronto 
Skål Members love to host visiting Skål members who are on the road for business or pleasure.  This is a great 
example of members learning more about SKAL movement than just in their local club.  
 
While in San Fransisco for International Pow Wow, Anita Walker and Joanne attended the Skål Meeting there.   
Joanne wrote:  άIt was my first Skål event outside of Toronto and I really enjoyed itΦέ 
 
Jim Main, CTC, and Past President/Life Member of the Skål International San Fransisco Club wrote: 
άHi Joanne and Anita ... How very nice of you to take the time to come over and meet our San Francisco Skålleagues 
... We know that your time at PowWow is so precious, and we were thrilled that you shared some of your time with 
us for a little B2B & R&R ... Here are some pictures of the event ... Please send our very best wishes back to your 
Toronto club, and come visit us again when you can stay longer ... Our Skål dinners are the First Thursday evening of 
the month with breaks in July, August & December ...  
 
On behalf of our President, your host last night, Tom Klein, and the rest of our club, 
 
Skål !!! 
 
Jim Main, CTC 
Past President & Life Member, Skål Int'l San Francisco 

 
 

Skål International Quebec City  
 
Twinning with Skål Clubs in other countries has 
ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ά5ƻƛƴƎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
!ƳƻƴƎǎǘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƳƛcable and 
camaraderie.   
 
 Quebec City has just twinned with the Louisville club 
on May 24th 2011. The Quebec president, Louis-
George Jalbert was present to sign the official papers 
ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Wƻƴ aŎCŀǊƭŀƴŘΦ bƻǿ 
Quebec is Twinned with two clubs Louisville and 
Larochelle in France. 
 
 
 
 

 
 




