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Tom Vincent Report: International Skal 
Councillor - Canada 

¶   

SKAL TASK FORCE 
 
President Huyla Aslantas will be soon announcing a recently formed Task 
Force. The Task Force has been formed at the request of the ISC 
(International Skal Council) to review our organization in detail and create a 
development plan for Skål in the future.  The Task Force will create a Draft 
Development Plan for our organization, after understanding what our 
Skålleagues want for our organization in the future.  We want to discuss our 
Brand now and what will our Brand look like in the future.  In addition, the 
Task Force will recommend a review of our By Laws and Statutes, to 
understand where we can streamline our rules and regulations to reflect our 
needs for the survival and growth of Skål in the 21st Century. 
  
Initially the Task Force is putting together a questionnaire which will be sent 
to all Skålleagues, asking them a few questions. These questions will focus 
around three thoughts, i.e. Do we want to stay only a friendship association? 
Do we want to focus on benefits among members and doing business....i.e. 
become more of a commercial organization? Do we want to focus on being 
'Leaders of World Tourism'?  Please watch for this survey. We have a unique 
opportunity to shape Skål for the future and we would like every Canadian 
Skålleague to offer their suggestions. Many thanks in advance for your 
participation. 
 
Yours truly, Thom Vincent ISC SICAN. 
President, Global Hospitality Inc. 
thomasvincent@globalhospitalityinc.com  
International Skal Councillor ï Canada 
 

Skål International Victoria  
 
Members of SKAL International Victoria gathered for their March 25, 2009 
meeting at Spinnakers' newest outlet "SIPS" in the James Bay portion of 
beautiful Victoria, British Columbia.   Sommelier par excellence, Brian 
Storen, led the group through seven pairings of wine and gastronomical 
delights featuring locally produced produce, meats and cheeses.  

mailto:thomasvincent@globalhospitalityinc.com
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Canadian Skål Clubs:  

¶ Calgary 

¶ Canadian Rockies 

¶ Edmonton 

¶ Halifax 

¶ Hamilton 

¶ London 

¶ Montreal 

¶ Ottawa 

¶ Quebec City 

¶ St. Johnôs 

¶ Saskatoon 

¶ Thunder Bay 

¶ Toronto 

¶ Toronto North 

¶ Vancouver 

¶ Victoria 

¶ Winnipeg 

Newsletter:  

 http://www.sicanada.org 

Editor: Loretta Clarke 

loretta@skalwinnipeg.com 

 

SICAN Executive 

President: John Duggan (Halifax) 

Henry Kelly, SICAN EST  

Executive Board Members:  

Vice -President E astern 

Region: Brian Aub é 

Vice-President Western 

Region: Jona Way, Calgary  

Vice -President Central 

Region: John Scott, Toronto  

PR/Communications: Norm 

Bevilacqua, Thunder Bay  

 

 

 

 

 

An outstanding time was had by all and as a bonus, the Deputy Minister of 
Tourism for the province of British Columbia, Lorne Brownsey, and Pyx, his 
charming companion were able to join us and share in the fabulous 
experience.  Wasting no time, President Partridge took the opportunity 
to inform the deputy minister that Victoria would be seeking the bid for the 
SKAL World Congress in 2013.  Thus obtaining the support of the deputy 
ministry, laying the foundation for the full backing of the provincial 
government and leveraging the branding of the 2010 Olympics! 

(Ed. note ï my apologies for not having names for the following photos ï 

these will be added on the website edition asap.) 

 
 

 
 

Skål International Winnipeg  
 
Skål International Winnipeg celebrated the 100

th
 Anniversary of the Chinese 

Community in Winnipeg on May 26, 2009.   
 
In 1909, Winnipegôs first Chinese families settled in the district around King 
Street and Logan Avenue, in the area known today as Chinatown.  
 
Chinatown and its Cultural Centre ð opened in 1987 ð thrive as an enclave 
for small businesses just north of the Exchange District. 
 
ñThis is a very big deal,ò said Dr. Joseph Du, the Cultural Centreôs president. 
ñThere has been lots of progress in this community. Initially, the Chinese 

http://www.sicanada.org/
http://www.adatum.com/
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SKAL TOAST 

To Fellow Skålleagues 
Everywhere 

Happiness 

Good Health 

Friendship 

Long Life 

Skål! 

 

were very much discriminated against here. And now we fully participate in 
the mainstream.ò  Andy Ling, President of Canada One Travel and a 
Winnipeg Skålleague was instrumental in making the arrangements for the 
event. 

 
Denis Smith, President of the Winnipeg Skal Club presented Dr. Du, the 
President of the Chinese Cultural Centre Board of Directors with a 
Recognition and Congratulatory Award on behalf of Skal members and the 
hospitality industry.  TheCCC Board gave guided tours of the Chinese 
Cultural Centre to the Skål members and also provided a pictorial history of 
the 100

th
 years in Winnipeg.   

 

 
Flying Lion Dance Troupe performed for us and led our group from the 
Chinese Cultural Centre to Kum Koon Restaurant for delicious dinner. 

Recently, one of our hosts has been named as Manitoba's next lieutenant-
governor. 

Phillip Lee will take over the role from John Harvard, whose five-year term is 
set to expire next month. Lee's swearing-in ceremony will happen Aug.1. 
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Skål International Toronto  
Toronto Named 2008 Canadian Club o f the Year  

 
(TORONTO) - Skål International Toronto was recently named Canadian Skål Club of the Year at the North 
American Congress (NAASC) in Anchorage, Alaska.  
   
This prestigious award is given to the club that achieves the highest standards in membership, community 
service, public relations activities, participation in International Skål events, web site and initiatives throughout the 
year. 
   
Jackie Lutz, 2009 President of Sk¬l International Toronto remarked, ñThis recent accolade helps solidify the 
commitment our team puts forth and acknowledges the skilful administration contribution that Mike Hannah, our 
Executive Secretary/Treasurer brings to the club.   We are completely honoured to be recognized as the Skål 
Club of the Year.ò 
   
Skål International Toronto was chosen from among 17 SKAL clubs across Canada. 
   
Next yearôs NAASC Congress will be held in Quebec City  
 

Toronto 2009 Board 
 
February 6, 2009 ï Toronto, Canada -  Toronto SKAL held their Annual General Meeting prior to the January 27

th
 

dinner meeting at the Old Mill and Spa.  
Tim Booth handed over the Chain of Office to incoming President, Jackie Lutz for 2009 and presented the 
Toronto Skålleague of the Year Award to Stuart Morcombe in recognition of his many contributions to the Club in 
2008, including developing the Membership Survey and soliciting the highest number of new members for the 
Toronto Club.  
. 
President Jackie Lutz introduced her 2009 Executive and Committees: 
Vice President: Kim Clarke 
Treasurer: Stuart Morcombe 
Secretary: Susan Webb 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer: Mike Hannah 
SICAN Representatives: Tim Booth & John Scott 
Auditors: Michael Pepper & Ian Rayment 

ISC Councillor: Thom Vincent 
Programme: Patrice Bell 
Membership: Allen Krause & Wolf Paunic 
PR/Communications: Susan Webb 
Statutes & Bylaws/Twinning: Jan Zandboer 
Golf Committee: Larry Finn 

 
During the meeting, Ron Londsale, Collette Vacations and Janice Ketchen, Ontario Tourism Network were 
inducted into the Toronto SKAL Club as new members.  
For more information on SKAL and to view the AGM presentation visit www.torontoskal.org. 

 
 
Toronto 2009 Board   Right: Past Pres. 
Tim Booth & Pres. Jackie Lutz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.torontoskal.org/
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Toronto SKAL Club Promotes ñChristmas in Juneò Golf & Give Tournament 
 
May 1, 2009 
 
(TORONTO) ï The Toronto SKAL Club has announced the details of its annual golf tournament that will be played at 
Braeben Golf Club located in Mississauga on June 16, 2009.   
 
The goal of this yearsô tournament is to not only give SKAL members and guests an outstanding golf day but also to 
provide a ñChristmas Dinnerò for 500 needy family members in the Toronto area. 
 
Toronto SKAL is working with the Daily Bread Food Bank on this project.  Jackie Lutz, President of the Toronto SKAL 
Club remarked, ñWe have worked closely over the past few years with the Daily Bread Food Bank with our Club 
holding an annual food drive each November.  SKAL members give amazing support to this initiative and we are 
confident we can achieve great results during our Golf Tournament.  Everyone realizes that this will be a tough year 
due to the economic challenges and the Daily Bread will need all the support they can get. We know the Toronto SKAL 
Club will rise to the challenge.ò      
 
The Toronto SKAL tournament, which is always open to non SKAL members, has limited space available. The 
tournament includes 18 holes at BraeBen Golf Club, which is centrally located in Mississauga, a golf cart, lunch and 
dinner and is offered at a cost of only $175 per golfer and $125 for Toronto SKAL members. Lutz also commented, 
ñWe are pleased to offer our Toronto SKAL members a subsidized registration fee this year, thanks to the membership 
benefits we have developed.ò  
 
Any corporation or individual willing to make a donation to support our ñChristmas in Juneò event or to sign up to play 
in our Toronto SKAL golf tournament should contact mikehannah@rogers.com,  A donation of  $25 will provide a 
dinner for nine family members. Tax receipts will be for all donations of $10.00 or more.  VISA, cheques or cash are 
accepted for payment. Players willing to donate to the ñChristmas in Juneò fund raising can add the donation to buy a 
ñturkey dinner for a familyò in increments of $25 to their registration fees 
 
Skål International is an International Association of Travel and Tourism Professionals. Membership is voluntary and 
open to travel and tourism professionals in senior managerial positions who qualify according to the regulations of Skål 
International.   
 
Skål International Toronto has over 120 active, associate and life members. To access information on becoming a 
member or for meeting information visit www.torontoskal.org.   
 

Skål International Calgary 
 
The annual golf challenge between the Skal clubs of 
Calgary and The Canadian Rockies was held on 
June 10th at the spectacular Silvertip Golf Resort. 
Under sunny skies and warm temperatures, players 
from each club tackled this 7200 yard masterpiece 
located in Canmore, Alberta. 
  
The Canadian Rockies Skal group won the cup this 
year.  It was however a spirited effort by the Skal 
Club of Calgary team who valiantly tried to keep the 
cup they had so proudly won in last yearôs event, led 
by the ever young Jim Knight and his partner Gail. 
  
In the evening, a culinary masterpiece prepared by 
the Executive Chef Stefan Mahon and his team at 
SilverTip was expertly presented, followed by 
comments and words of praise by SKAL member 

Paul Baxter of Banff. Afterwards, wine continued to 
pour freely and stories were shared well into the 
night.  
  
A special thank you to SKAL member Sandra 
Kitchen of Banff and the wonderful staff of SilverTip 
led by new Skal member Jason Guyitt for an 
outstanding day and evening. 
  
Story provided by Brian French, Director, SKAL 
International Calgary 
  
Contact:  Terry Wallis 
Skål International Calgary 
PR and Communications 
403 921 5987 
twallis@canadiannorth.com 

 

mailto:mikehannah@rogers.com
http://www.torontoskal.org/
mailto:twallis@canadiannorth.com
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SKAL International Calgary heads to 
the Big Apple to Celebrate New 
Yorkôs 70th Anniversary as a Club 
 
The New York Club probably never believed we 
would come but on March 20, 2009 ï 23 members 
strong attended New Yorkôs Gala celebration of their 
70th Anniversary ï the oldest club in the U.S. ï at 
the Rainbow Room at Rockefeller Center. 
 
Last October, a group of New York Skålleagues 
visited Banff and invited the Calgary and Canadian 
Rockies Club to join them for dinner at the Banff 
Springs Hotel.   During the exceptionally enjoyable 
evening we learned about their upcoming gala and 
an invitation was extended for our clubs to attend 
their gala in New York in March 2009. 
 
President Hulya Aslantas attended the gala and 
shared her vision of SKAL International with the 

group ï her words describing all Skålleagues as 
ñLeaders in Travelò created a sense of pride in all 
who listened to her address. 
 
In the true spirit of SKAL, the group from Calgary 
had a wonderful time in New York thanks to the 
hospitality of New York Club President Peter Lintner 
and incoming President Juan Sepulveda.  The gala 
provided everyone who attended  a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to visit the landmark Rainbow 
Room and see New York from an exceptional 
viewing location as they danced the night away on 
the revolving floor that was constructed in the 
1930s. One of the eveningôs highlights was when 
the band played ñNew York, New Yorkò! The 
weekend was a wonderful success and included a 
shopping tour of New York, a subway trip into 
Harlem for some of New Yorkôs best jazz, a city tour 
and Broadway plays. 
  

 
 
Photo Description ï  Center -  

Juan Sepulveda, President 

SKAL International New York 
and President of SKAL 

International Hulya Aslantas 
surrounded by SKAL members 

from Calgary at Gala event 
March 20, 2009.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Skål International Canadian Rockies 
 

2nd Annual SKAL International Golf Challenge 
Canadian Rockies vs. Calgary 

 
Canmore, AB: With the spectacular back drop of the Canadian Rockies, a friendly golf competition was held on 
Wednesday June 10

th
 at Silvertip Golf Resort in Canmore, Alberta between the Canadian Rockies and Calgary SKAL 

clubs.  The 2
nd

 annual event was the opportunity to pay tribute to departed members from both clubs and to embrace 
the SKAL philosophies of networking and friendship. 
 
The Team Scramble format, resulted with the Canadian Rockies team being crowned 2009 champions with a net 
score of 68 vs. Calgaryôs team net score of 70.  Photos can be viewed at www.skalcanadianrockies.com. 
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Fellow Skålleagues finding themselves in the Canadian Rockies are welcome to attend our July 8
th
 meeting being held 

at Maligne Lake in Jasper, AB.  Visit skalcanadianrockies.com for more details. 

 

Banff Heritage Tourism Honours Two Members of 

SKAL International Canadian Rockies  
 
Banff, AB:  On June 11, 2009 the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies was the setting for ñA Celebration of 
Banffôs Heritage.ò  At the event, Banff Heritage Tourism presented six awards recognizing the contributions made 
by individuals and businesses in bringing to life the heritage values that are unique to Banff National Park.  
Among the recipients honoured were two Skålleagues from the Canadian Rockies club. 

 
Founding Skal International Canadian Rockies member, Ron Warner was recognized for his leadership and 
guidance through his company, Holiday on Horseback for creating wonderful, authentic memories for visitors to 
the national park. Banff Heritage Tourism recognized that ñBanff was originally explored and discovered on 
horseback and Ron is committed to keeping that tradition alive.ò 
 
Banff Heritage Tourism also recognized Discover Banff Tours and its president, fellow Skålleague Jonathan 
Welsh.  Since its inception in 1999, Discover Banff Tours has embraced the philosophy of ñSmall Personalized 
Toursò to create memorable and positive visitor experiences. 
 
Sandra Kitchen 
Skål International Canadian Rockies 
403-609-3935 
s.kitchen@shaw.ca 

 

Skål International Ottawa 
By David Moilliet 
 
The occasion was the visit of our SICAN President to Ottawa and was held to the prestigious Rideau Club in 
downtown Ottawa.  

 Photo Left: Exchange of banners between President Duggan and our 
President Debbie Campbell. 
 

2009 Ottawa Board 
as follows:  
President Duggan 
and President 
Campbell and the 
rest (from left to 
right) Carmine 
Domenicucci, Bob 
Demmery, (behind 

him Michael Crockatt, David Moilliet, Sean McGrath, 
Alan Patton, and Rafael Ballester.  
 
 
 

 
(left to right) new member Hugh Campbell, President Debbie 
Campbell, new member Chris Greenwood, and President Duggan. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:s.kitchen@shaw.ca









