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Reflections on Skål International  
Skål Internationalôs 75th  Anniversary was celebrated around the 

world with the main celebration in Paris on April 28 th , 2009 .  This 
event  provide s food for thought on what triggered the exceptional 
growth and longevity of our organization  over 75 years . 

 
As many clubs are strugg ling with membership retention and 
growth during the global recession, it does raise opportunity for 

healthy discussion on how a membership of a few turned into an 
international membership of over 20,000.  W hat stimulated the 
phenomenal interest in partici pation?  What are w e doing right as a 

local and international organization to maintain this participation?  
Where should  we  look to address our current membership 
challenges ? 

 
I can only imagine what Florimond Vol ckaert and the other 
founding members thoug ht as they watched their organization, of a 

small group of travel managers that met together in Paris that day 
in 1932, expand globally.  Despite WWII, cold wars and other 

recessions, the organization remains strong.  It took visionaries to 
foresee that ha ppiness, good health, friendship, and long life were 
the key ingredients for building a professional networking  

organization based on global amicale . 
 
ñDoing business among friendsò our current slogan opens doors for 

Skålleagues  around the world to build b usiness relationship and 
lasting friendships.  
 

It is an important time for local clubs to look outside our own 
borders by:  

¶ Making an effort to visit other Clubs when travelling  

¶ Hosting Skål visitors to our clubs  
¶ Attending NAASC and International Congresses  when 

feasible  

¶ Sharing ideas between clubs  
¶ Developing twin clubs in other countries  
¶ Putting the Skål logo on our business cards and websites  

¶ Displaying the Skål logo in our place of business when 
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Canadian Skål Clubs:  

¶ Calgary 

¶ Canadian Rockies 

¶ Edmonton 

¶ Halifax 

¶ Hamilton 

¶ London 

¶ Montreal 

¶ Ottawa 

¶ Quebec City 

¶ St. Johnôs 

¶ Saskatoon 

¶ Thunder Bay 

¶ Toronto 

¶ Toronto North 

¶ Vancouver 

¶ Victoria 

¶ Winnipeg 

Newsletter:  

 http://www.sicanada.org 

Editor: Loretta Clarke 

loretta@skalwinnipeg.com 

 

SICAN Executive 

President: John Duggan (Halifax) 

Henry Kelly, SICAN EST  

Executive Board Members:  

Vice -President Eastern 

Region: Brian Aub é 

Vice-President Western 

Region: Jona Way, Calgar y 

Vice -President Central 

Region: John Scott, Toronto  

PR/Communications: Norm 

Bevilacqua, Thunder Bay  

 

 

possible  

¶ Sharing in celebrations with other Clubs  

¶ Contributi ng to the newsletters ï SICAN and Skål 
International  

Induction of New Members 
 

Induction of New Members should be a celebration time in our 
Clubs.  It can be an enjoyable memory that will live forever and 
reinforce the spirit of amicale and friendship betw een the new 

members and the present membership.  
 
Excerpt from The SICAN Manual of Operations (www.sicanada.org )  

 
The induction procedures  should include:  
¶ The sponsor(s) should  introduce the new member and give 

both a  professional and personal background to  enable all 
members to better acquaint themselves with  the inductee.  

¶ All members of the Club should stand and introduce themselves 

to the new member.  
¶ The inductee should then be presented with a Skål pin, along 

with a copy of the  Clubôs Statutes and Bylaws.  

¶ Remind all members that  attendance at all meetings, is 
encouraged and a minimum of 30% attendance is required.  

 

MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE  
Each new member shall be presented with a standard Membership 
Certificate, signed by the  President of the Club and the  SICAN 

President. In addition, a Skål International certificate will be  
furnished, when received by the SICAN Executive Secretary -
Treasurer.  
 

INFORMATION GUIDE FOR NEW MEMBERS (To be handed 
out at induction)  
Welcome as a new Skålleague. Here is some infor mation that will 

be helpful to you.  
 
Skål International  

This is the formal name of Skål and the organization to which all 
Skål Clubs belong. See more information on the history of Skal on 
www.skal.org  

 
SICAN  
For administrative purposes, Skål International authorizes Area or 

National committees for the direction of Skål activities in various 
sections of the world. SICAN is the national committee for Canada 
and consists of 17 clubs. See www.sicanada.org  

 
Skål Internati onal Statutes and Bylaws  
These Statutes and Bylaws are available on the Skål International 

website. Generally, the Statutes and Bylaws of any Area 

http://www.sicanada.org/
http://www.adatum.com/
http://www.sicanada.org/
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SKAL TOAST 

To Fellow Skålleagues 
Everywhere 

Happiness 

Good Health 

Friendship 

Long Life 

Skål! 

 

Committee, National Committee, or Club, may be more stringent 

than those of Skål International but they may n ot be less stringent.  
 
SICAN Statutes and Bylaws  

These Statutes and Bylaws are available on the SICAN website. 
Again, these Statutes may be more stringent than the Skål 
International Statutes and Bylaws.  

 
The Statutes and Bylaws of your Individual Club  
Local Statues and Bylaws are on the individual clubôs websites. 

Remember, we are part of Skål International and have agreed to 
support its principles.  
 

The Statutes of your individual Club will spell out the various 
classes of membership, and procedures you s hould follow in 
proposing prospective members.  

 
Four Things should be Emphasized  
1. By accepting membership in your individual Club, you have also 

accepted membership in Skål International, which has more than 
500 Clubs in more than 85 countries throughout  the world.  
 

You have accepted the primary principle of the traditional toast of 
Skål, recognized around  the world:  
"To fellow Skålleagues everywhere; Happiness, Good Health, 

Friendship, Long Life ... SKÅL!"  
 
2. You are required to demonstrate your continu ing interest by 

attending the meetings of your individual Club. Visits to other 
Clubs may count toward your attendance record. You have the 
responsibility of sending your Clubôs Secretary/Executive 

Secretary -Treasurer the record of your attendance at their  
meeting.  
 

3. If your business requires you to move out of the area of your 
individual Club, be sure you are thoroughly informed regarding 
Transfer privileges. It is your responsibility to request that an 

electronic membership transfer be initiated by your  individual 
Clubôs Secretary. 
 

4. From the start, resolve to attend the NAASC Annual Congress, 
and if possible, the Skål International Congress -  where you will 

see Skål in action.  
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Skal International Quebec City  
óô Eric Normand, general manager of the Gouverneur Hotel in Quebec City, received the General 

Manager of the year award for the Silver Birch Hotels 

for 2008.  In the picture Eric Normand (on the right) 
receives the award from the Chief operating officer 
of Silver Birch hotels, Mr. Robert Prat t.    

 
Congratulations Eric!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 16 th , the Merici College Foundation 

(hotel and restaurant management) held 
their annual benefit gourmet dinner which 
the profits go to help the students of this 

College.  Our honorary president was Mr. 
Pierre L abrie, general manager of the 
Quebec Tourism Bureau and several of the 

Quebec Skal members were present. This 
event which had 120 persons present, 
raise d 21,000 $ for the Foundation.  

 
On the picture (left to right) Pierre Labrie 
(general manager of the Qu ebec Tourism 

Bureau and Skal member), Marie -Josee Banville(general manager of the Merici College Foundation 
and Skal member), Pierre lôHeureux (general manager of the College) and Brian Aube (president 
of the Merici College Foundation and Skal member).  

Skål International London 
David Batey, Past President SI London, 
Canada, wife Emily; Diane, wife of Chris 
Vachon, SI Calgary at the 70 th  Anniversary 

Gala of SI New York  on March 20 th . 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Lintner, Out -going President of SI New York, 
Madamé Hülya Asla ntaĸ, President SI, David 

Batey, Past President SI London, Canada  
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Skål International Toronto North 

 
 

SICAN recognizes and congratulates Mic hael Beckley, fellow Skålleague  and 

Senior Vice -President, Marriott Hotels & Resorts  and staff !   Michael has been a 
Skålleague  for over 40 years.  
 

Ontario Hostelry Institute  
Lifetime Achievement & Chairman's Gold Award  

 April 16, 2009, Toronto, Canada 
 

Michael Beckley, Senior Vice President, Marriott Hotels & Resorts Canada & 
Donna Dooher, Coowner & Executive Chef, Mildred's Temple Kitchen  
  

In recognition of your dedication and passion for the culinary and hospitality 
world, and your personally creative r ole in it, and to the men and women who 
have helped to shape Canada's world -class dining facilities and in particular for 

your continuous support of their professional training, executive and 
management education both within our Colleges and Universities   and within 
the industryôs environment ï while   tangibly leading a campaign to ensure the 

modernization of one of Canadaôs foremost culinary and hospitality facilities. 

 

  
Promoting Sk å l :  The Beaches Easter Parade had Sk ål International Toronto  North ôs parade entry 

of an antique Ford Taxi Cab featured  Skal banners coming and going in front of an audience of 

over 20,000 parade watchers . 
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Skål International Thunder Bay 
 Photo:  Past President of Skål  Thunder Bay Roberta 

Sawchyn, Manager  of Best Western Nor' Wester Resort Hotel. 
The property won the ñLooking Good"  Category at  the recent 

Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce Business Awards.  
 
Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce Business Awards  

"Look ing  Good " Category  
Best Western Nor'Wester Resort Hotel  
 

Congratulations  to Roberta Sawchyn  and  the Best Western 
NorôWester Resort Hotel on winning this award!  
 

Skål Thunder Bay Supports City Tourism Contest  
 Skål Thunder Bay President Paul Pepe, Manager,  City  of Thunder 
Bay Tourism,  invi tes  you to enter to win the outdoors experience of 

a lifetime in Thunder Bay, Ontario  
Enter the 7 days with the Giant contest.  Come and live the adventure that is the Giant.  

Win -  an all -expenses paid trip for four to the city, visits to great attraction s, a Nikon 

digital camera package, and more! Enter the 7 Days with the Giant contest today! MORE  
www.visitthunderbay.com/contests/ 7days /   
  
 

Skål International Canadian Rockies 
 
The spirit of Skål is clearly demonstrated in this exchange between the Canadian Rockies Club and 

Skal International Australia.  

 
In the March newsletter we repo rted that Skal International Canadian Rockies held an auction to 
raise money for our fellow Australian Skålleagues  affected by the fires.  Bill Squarebriggs, PR & 

Development, Canadian Rockies Skal report ed that  they raised an outstanding amount of 
$2,000. 00 CAD .  As a follow -up to that article, we are printing the reply from Peter Neilson  
 
ñGood morning Bill  

This donation is received with deep gratitude on behalf of the victims of the Victorian 

Bushfires.  

Not only is this unexpected but your generosity is  outstanding.  

Thanks to your Canadian Rockies Club members support from worldwide membership is 

humbling and has demonstrated that Skål is truly an international organization  that 

embodies a caring spirit which encompasses our globe.  

Would you please pass on my comments to Skål Canadian Rockies members as my email is 

having some problems with your addresses.  

Hopefully we will meet in Budapest so that I can shake your hand and thank you personally.  

 

Grateful appreciation  

Peter ò 

Skal International Australia  

Peter Neilson 
 

Giant Kudos to the Skål Canadian Rockies Club for their 
sharing spirit!  We are proud of you!  
 

http://www.visitthunderbay.com/contests/7days/
http://www.visitthunderbay.com/contests/7days/

